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change it.1 This applies even to serfs and slaves.2 In short, except
in those matters where the Word of God gives no explicit instruc-
tion, each man's individual life is controlled and dominated by the
Word of God.
The same applies to a man as a member of a family (in the
narrow sense, not in the wide sense, including all social and
economic relationships, which Luther often gives to the word
Familie). The purpose of marriage is the procreation of children
and the continuance of the human race. It existed in Paradise
with this purpose before the Fall, but the latter event introduced
sexual desire, or rather lust, into the human heart. This, in its
origin and nature, is an evil, but for us the inevitable thing;
God after the Fall arranged that marriage should give it a reason-
able cloak and a proper outlet.3 It is each man's duty therefore
to enter into the married state and to remain faithful to it.
Adultery is not only in itself a sin against God, but it is just as much
a refusal to follow the calling appointed by God as an attempt on
the part of a shoemaker to make himself into a bishop. All these
principles and precepts are laid down by the Word of God,
and it is this fact which makes it obligatory on us to carry them
out.4 Similarly, the duties of parents to children, of children to
parents, and of husbands to wives are laid down expressly in the
Word of God, and we are therefore obliged to carry them out.
Thus all a man's family relationships are regulated and ordered
by the Word of God.
We are not surprised, therefore, to find that the Word of God
also controls a man as a member of the Church, and the Church
as a whole. Luther, as Holl has convincingly shown,5 had clearly
formulated to himself the main principles of his doctrine of the
Church as early as his Commentary on the Psalms (1513), and
1 For this fundamental idea of Luther's sociological ethic, see, for instance, W.A*,
XXX, Part 2, p. 112: 'I want to have the callings and professions clearly distinguished
and separated, so that everyone may see to what he is called by God, and may follow
and do justice to that calling loyally and sincerely, to the service of God.' Luther does
not here cite Scriptural authority, but the quotation in the next note, on similar lines,
does,
2 So, discussing the Peasants' Articles, he says: * "There ought to be no serfs because
Christ has set us all free."  What, then, is that? This means that Christian freedom
would be quite carnal. . .. Read St. Paul and what he teaches about servants, who in
his time were all slaves. Therefore this article is clean against the Gospel... ,* (Quoted
by Troeltsch, op. cit, II, 871, from B.A. [sic], IV, I, 334 sqq.)
a See Troeltsch, op. cit., II, 864 (note 258).
4 vide e.g. Luther's arguments, all based on the Word of God, in the von Ehesachen
(1530, W.A., XXX, Part 3, pp. 198-248), which is chiefly about betrothals and
divorce.
5 op. citv pp. 288-99.